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The Fenimore Art Museum houses many treasures 
of American art.  From sweeping landscapes to 
scenes of everyday life, visions of American histo-

ry to visions of a very personal history, the Fenimore Art 
Museum’s galleries are a trove of gems just waiting to be 
discovered.  Each story in today’s paper will feature two 

questions or tasks for you to complete.  For each section 
you complete, you’ll get a ticket to enter in one of our 
prize drawings.

House Made a Home for Art
FENIMORE FARM - Many prominent Cooperstown fami-
lies have owned the land on which the museum now 
stands. From sheep farm to law office to stately home to 
museum, this land has seen a great deal of history.

Each of these men has a connection to this location.

Converted to a museum in 1945, the house 
went through many changes to become 

a museum. Museum News has uncovered 
photos of the house during this transition, but 
readers will notice that many of the architec-
tural details have not changed.

The Riches of Everyday Life
GENRE GALLERY - “People who work with their hands 
keep few diaries, write few letters, and until recently 
have seldom been a subject of concern to the scholar.  
The genre painter captures such people as would a 
modern photographer.” – Louis C. Jones

Located within the walls of the Fenimore Art Museum 
is a genre painting that contains a basket of eggs in the 
foreground.  

This painting, 
can teach us a great amount about the differences in 
community relationships between the 19th-century 
and today.  Which of the below options is NOT true 
about stores in the 19th-century that you can learn 
from looking at the painting?
a) It is a store, but most of the items to purchase are be-
hind the counter.
b) Children were not welcome in stores in the 19th-
century.
c) Things that we would refrigerate today are left out 
in the open air.
d) Many levels of wealth are visible in the same area; 
the very rich shop in the same place as the very poor.

What other Cooperstown museum might find paint-
ings like this helpful? (Hint: It’s very close by.)

COOPER ROOM - Many artists 
throughout history have 
been inspired by works 
of literature.  The 
novels of James 
Fenimore Cooper 
were particularly 
inspiring to many 
American paint-
ers of the nine-
teenth century. 
Each of the follow-
ing quotes comes from 
one of Cooper’s novels 
that directly inspired a paint-
ing currently hanging in the 
museum.

“The ancient amusement of shooting the Christmas 
turkey is one of the few sports that the settlers of a new 
country seldom or never neglect to observe.” 

“The Indian had selected for this desirable 
purpose, one of those steep, pyramidal 

hills, which so frequently occur in 
the valleys of America.  The one 

in question was high, and pre-
cipitous; its top flattened, as usual; 
but with one of its sides more than 
ordinarily irregular.  It possessed 
no other apparent advantages for 
a resting place, than in its eleva-
tion and form, which might render 

defence [sic] easy, and surprise 
nearly impossible.”

“Whatever might be the final destination of these 
adventurers, or the secret causes of their apparent se-
curity in so remote and unprotected a situation, there 
was no visible sign of uneasiness, uncertainty, or alarm 
among them.”

Literary Gems Identified
Sketch of Cooper’s Glimmerglass Made by Museum Visitor

He has a room in Fenimore Art Museum 
named after him.

 His law office is across the street at 
The Farmers’ Museum. 

A member of his family built this 
building.

The                                                                                         
corner of the house, with the Cooper 
family cottage still visible.

Seen here during its time as a family residence, this is 
now the 

Originally home to classic Americana, this room is 
now the

Create a sketch of Otsego 

Lake in the empty frame.



The Abundant Landscape
HALLWAYS - Artists in the Hudson River School felt that 
nature provided a physical representation of the influ-
ence of the divine and God’s plan for America. Artists’ 
works were not only beautiful landscapes, but also con-
tained unwritten messages of their feelings about the 
word around them.

A Wealth of Nations
THAW GALLERY - The items in the Thaw Gallery of 
American Indian Art are considered masterworks of 
their genre.  They represent the most outstanding ex-
amples of Native American fine art from across the 
country.

Create a sketch of the basic pattern 

found in Beacon Lights.

Why is Beacon Lights considered to be the most 
historically significant basket of its artist’s career?

American TreasuresFolk Art Fortunes

Located within this gallery is a basket known as 
Beacon Lights.  The artist who created this basket,

and her patrons kept excellent records about the 
details of her creative process: dates that she worked 
on her baskets; size, shape, and pattern; and even the 
number of stitches it took to complete (over 80,000!).   
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As time went by, Hudson River School artists painted 
scenes outside of landscapes that they knew such as the 
American West, South America, and even the Arctic.  
They were responding to the idea that man in general, 
and Americans in particular, had the right to expand 
their borders as far as possible.  The two-word phrase 

embodies the spriti of this idea.

The two paintings to the right represent two of the mas-
ters of American landscape painting. Find them on the 
walls of the museum, look closely, and describe each of 
the elements listed below for both paintings.

Thomas Cole, View of the Schoharie, 1826 Asher B. Durand, Hudson River Looking Toward the Catskills, 1847

Weather:

Trees:

Weather:

Trees:

BALLROOM - Unlike most artists whose works are ex-
hibited in museums, folk artists are not classically 
trained.  This means that their paintings often do not 
exhibit elements that many trained artists works have: 
perspective, realism, and depth to name a few.  Instead, 
folk artists relied upon their innate abilities to create 
works like those that can be found at the Fenimore 
Art Museum. It is this same ability that made their 
works sought after by connoisseurs of modernism and 
eventually enshrined in museum collections.

In Latin, the two main elements of this painting found 
in the folk art gallery would be known as ursus and 
pyrus.  Can you identify the painting?

Title:

Artist:

Why is it so noteworthy that untrained artists could 
make their living in the field of folk art?

One collection of our treasures is rather unusual.  In 
the early 19th-century, John H.I. Browere created a 
series of 

of famous Americans.  The country’s second president 
is currently on display in the museum’s Great Hall.  
What made Browere’s process new and different?

Though you may not have noticed, there is one final 
treasure hidden in the details of the museum.  A guid-
ing hand of sorts.  Can you identify this hand?  (Hint: 
Check the label of Durrie’s Cider Making.)

GREAT HALL - This temporary exhibition pulls together 
some of the finest treasures of American art in many of 
the genres that you have seen on your adventures with 
this edition of Museum News.

Untrained Artists Claim Spot in Nation’s History

This close up from the mystery painting 

should provide a helpful hint.

BONUS: Beacon Lights has recently been selected 
as an exemplar of American art by what organiza-
tion?


